
 

{{FirstName or 'Friends'}} --
 

A few short months ago, we wrapped up Legislative Session and dove into
campaign season, with just a matter of weeks leading up to the primary. I am
proud to officially be the Democratic Nominee for House District 50, however
some of the primaries are headed to a runoff on June 21st! Early voting for the
runoff starts this TODAY, June 11th (more information below).
 

Let’s take a look back at what we have been up to over the last two months of
legislative news and community engagement.
 

Legislative Updates
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In April, just after we wrapped Legislative Session, I joined my Senate colleagues
Sen. Nikki Merritt and Sen. Kim Jackson for a legislative wrap-up of the good, the
bad, and the ugly of the 2022 legislative session. You can find the full livestream
here.
 
Over the past two months, Governor Kemp had the opportunity to review and sign
legislation that passed both the Senate and House during Legislative session.
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Some of the more notable bills signed since session ended:
 
SB 338 - extends Medicaid coverage for new moms to a full year postpartum. The
next step now is to FULLY expand Medicaid, as so many issues leading to poor
community health are not isolated to the peri-partum period.
 
HB 1324 - originally authored by Team Au, this bill makes it illegal for insurance
companies to deny coverage for emergency medical care sought under the
prudent layperson standard, regardless of diagnoses. So many legislators,
advocates, medical leaders, and staff helped shepherd this bill to final passage,
and I cannot thank them enough. But most importantly, this law will help a lot of
patients in Georgia get the care they need.
 
SB 345 - bans COVID-19 vaccine requirements for entry to public facilities.As a
direct result of vaccine disinformation and bans like this, have led to distrust in
not just the COVID-19 vaccine but ALL vaccines, including measles, chickenpox,
and meningitis vaccines required to attend public schools. You can read more
here.
 
HB 911 - the FY 2023 budget. In reviewing this bill, Governor Kemp took the
opportunity to amend the roughly $4M budget allocation for partial medicaid
expansion, eliminating coverage of people in Georgia living with HIV. Georgia is
the state with the highest rate of new HIV diagnoses in the United States.
Medicaid is the largest source of insurance coverage for people living with HIV.
And Georgia remains one of only 12 states continuing to refuse to expand
Medicaid. 
 
For a full list of all signed legislation from the 2021-2022 biennium, you can click
here.

In the News
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One of the bills signed in April was SB 319, allowing loaded, concealed firearms
to be carried in public without a license, or possibly even a background check.
Especially in light of the recent massacres in Buffalo, Uvalde, and Tulsa, bills like
this shine a light on the priorities of GOP leadership. While they talk a big game
about violent crime, they simultaneously block basic common sense gun safety
measures. I wrote an op-ed for the LA Times last year about the epidemic of gun
violence. “No one measure mitigates all forms of gun violence, any
more than colonoscopy can prevent all cancer deaths. But those who
argue that a particular strategy is not a panacea and is therefore not
worthwhile are missing the point.”
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The research is clear, CDC mortality data analyzed by the University of Michigan
found that more than 4,300 individuals ages 1 to 19 died across the U.S. as a
result of firearms in 2020. There is an epidemic affecting more than 300 people
each day in the U.S., with a fatality rate of approximately 30%. It claims the lives
of over 3,000 American children per year. This is the epidemic of gun violence.
Meanwhile, here in Georgia, my universal background check bill, SB 179, was
never even granted a committee hearing. During the floor debate for SB 319, I
added a universal background check amendment onto the Governor's permit-less
carry bill. EVERY SINGLE REPUBLICAN voted against it, and we got them on the
record. 
 

On May 27th, we held a press conference with my fellow AAPI legislators. “The
GOP and Gov. Kemp have not lifted a finger to make our community
safer from gun violence…Not only that, but Gov. Kemp pushed as his
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flagship piece of legislation a bill removing all restrictions on carrying
loaded weapons in public.” You can find an excerpt of my remarks from the
press conference here. 

Another controversial bill signed in May was HB 1084. This bill was already
controversial in its approach to limiting discussions about race in schools,
however on the last day of legislative session, an amended version was pushed
through for a vote after midnight without any members of the Senate reading the
bill. You can watch the moment when Georgia’s GOP pushed through this
legislation without the proper process here. 
 
Following Governor Kemp's signature on HB 1084, the Georgia High School
Association voted to “protect fairness” in school sports by unanimously approving
youth to compete according to the sex determined on his/her birth certificate.
This measure hurts Georgia families and our most vulnerable children. Earlier in
the session, a bill carrying this same language, discriminating against trans
children, failed in the Senate. During that debate I asked, "Whose girls are we
protecting? And from which harm? A theoretical harm? Or a harm we
ourselves are inflicting on them?" I echo those same questions as this bill
takes effect.
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Sometimes, when legislation is passed, it takes time for us to see the full impact.
Given the leaked SCOTUS draft opinion, and knowing Georgia has its own 6 week
abortion ban on the books (enjoined in the federal court system only because Roe
still stands) I thought this is a good time to revisit HB 481. Passed in 2019, the
intention of this bill was to make abortion illegal in GA once embryonic cardiac
cell activity is detected on ultrasound. This usually happens at 6 weeks of
gestation or 2 weeks after a first missed period. It expands the definition of
abortion to include not just abortions "administered to"/"performed on" patients,
but could potentially include those self-administered by patients (medical
abortion with mifepristone + misoprostol). Not only does this bill criminalize and
allow medical licensing sanctions for professionals providing abortion care, but
also leaves patients subject to prosecution. Further, HB 481 took the extreme
step of conferring "personhood" status to embryos and fetuses after 6 weeks
gestation (again, this means 4 weeks after fertilization, 2 weeks after a first missed
period), which could have vast ramifications on a whole host of scenarios.
 
My sense is that many who voted to pass HB 481 never anticipated it would be
enforced, because Roe still stands. Now that that is looking much less sure, the
GOP will have to contend with the future they created. Here are the facts:
Georgia has among the worst maternal mortality rates in the US and
among the highest uninsured rates in the US, but still GOP leadership
refuses to expand Medicaid and push laws forcing people to stay
pregnant and give birth despite risks, costs, and personal choice. 
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In April, I joined the screening a panel discussion following the screening of
Happening with director Audrey Diwan, Sean Young of ACLU of GA and Dr.
Mimi Zieman. We discussed the likelihood of a post-Roe America, increasingly
restrictive abortion access in GA, and what each of us can do to fight back. "What
we've seen is...Republicans are not going to stop until there is
essentially no abortion access in Georgia whatsoever." You can find an
excerpt of the panel here.
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I appreciate the endorsement from NARAL GA, who understand the importance,
especially now, of electing legislators willing to defend abortion care as part of a
larger fight for health equity in one of the sickest states in the nation.

Speaking of past legislation that has come back to haunt us, let’s take a look at the
effects of SB 202, the GOP voter suppression bill, in action. In this year’s Primary
Election, we saw a large drop in absentee voting, decreased use of ballot drop
boxes, and a huge surge in early in-person voting. I think those who frame the
high in-person voting turnout in the Georgia 2022 primaries as evidence of the
munificence of SB 202 are overlooking larger downstream effects on access to
absentee ballot voting, suppression of which was clearly a primary focus of this
legislation. 
 
According to the AJC’s Mark Neisse, leading up to the primary 8% of
voters had returned absentee ballots so far, down from 78% in the '20
primary and 33% in the general. These were the changes to absentee voting
directly resulting from SB 202:
 

Drop boxes were housed inside early voting locations and closed when early
voting ended the Friday before election day
The number of drop boxes was limited to 1 per 100K active voters or the
number of early voting locations whichever is lower
Voters could no longer apply for an absentee ballot entirely online because a
"wet signature" is required
Voters must provide a driver's license number, state ID number or a copy of
other ID when applying and returning absentee ballots
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Absentee ballot deadlines were tighter. Ballots couldn't be mailed to voters
until 29 days before election day, and they couldn't be requested in the last
11 days before election day.
Mass mailings of absentee ballot application forms were restricted
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In addition to the evident decline in absentee voting, other side effects also came
up during the primary. Under SB 202, any voter can challenge the eligibility of as
many voters in their county or city as they wish. We saw this measure in action in
Forsyth County, where a man challenged the eligibility of 13,609 voters. Under
the law, the County was then required to hold a hearing. What checks are in place
to keep frivolous or suppressionist challenges from blocking legally registered
voters from casting their ballot? 
 
As we blaze onward in this busy mid-term election year, please double check your
voter registration and make a plan to vote. We will need everyone come
November.

Notable Events
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We are officially back on the campaign trail, which means my schedule has been
extra packed.
 
I was also delighted to join the Ethnic Media Collaborative at the inaugural New
Face of Georgia Speaker Series here in Gwinnett, with very special guest, the next
governor of Georgia, Stacey Abrams. This was the first ever collaboration between
Georgia’s leading African American, Asian American, and Hispanic media outlets.
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Outreach to GA’s growing multiethnic, multilingual communities is vital, as is
decreasing the barriers for new American voters to access the ballot box. Gwinnett
is the most diverse county in Georgia, and I am honored to be a part of this
change in Georgia. You can find a full recording here. 

It was a pleasure participating in this morning's "Women in Politics" panel at the
Lola with Sen. Elena Parent, Rep. Park Cannon, and Her Term. Many women in
politics are "the first _____" in their particular roles. Our responsibility as
leaders is to make sure we're not the last.
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SD48 is home to the largest Indian population in GA, and I was humbled to be
honored by the Greater Atlanta Malayalee Association, one of the largest Indian
cultural groups in the U.S. Our immigrant communities make GA stronger, and
I'm so proud to represent you at the Capitol.

On May 5th, it was a pleasure being invited to LexisNexis Risk Solutions in
Alpharetta for a discussion on the role immigration, acculturation, and education
have played in our lives and careers. Thank you also to the hundreds of online
participants for joining virtually as we honored AAPI Heritage Month!
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On May 10th, it was my honor to give the keynote address at the Spring Festival
for the National Association of Chinese Americans, and to have both Stacey
Abrams and Mayor Andre Dickens join us to belatedly celebrate the Lunar New
Year! The legislative AAPI Caucus presented Lani Wong with a House Resolution
commending her unwavering leadership mobilizing and championing the growing
AAPI electorate in Georgia.
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On May 17th, I was thrilled to be invited back to the White House to celebrate
AANHPI Heritage Month with President Biden, Vice President Harris, First Lady
Dr. Biden, and Second Gentleman Mr. Emhoff. Our first Asian VP talked about
fighting hate and extremism, but also leading with optimism, and honoring our
responsibilities to each other.
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To cap off the month of May, I joined Senator Warnock and local leaders to
discuss issues important to our districts! We talked gun safety, voting rights,
insulin pricing, affordable housing, and how the moral arc of the universe bends
towards justice, but only when good people keep doing the work.

And finally, I joined the City of  Alpharetta at their Memorial Day Tribute, giving
respect to those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our country. We hold you and
your families close as we seek to honor your memories through our lives and
work, and support those you left behind. The keynote speaker, Lt. Col. Jeff Davis
of the USMC, noted this Memorial Day we need to recognize that too many of our
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veterans suffer silently with mental trauma. A commitment to increasing access to
mental health services needs to be a key part of honoring their sacrifices.

Mark your calendar! We are excited to announce a special birthday fundraiser on
Wednesday, June 29th at 6pm. Hosted at the beautiful Buckhead Goats
Farmhouse, join us for light refreshments and birthday cake (of course!) as we
celebrate my birthday in support of my run for State House. You can RSVP here.

RSVP

In the Community
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I want to congratulate all of the graduates from both SD 48 and HD 50! As the
mom of a high school senior, I know what a HUGE milestone graduation is, and
how hard a village of people worked to help each student reach this goal. In
addition, I am thrilled to announce Senate District 48 will be sending 69 students
to the prestigious Governor’s Honors Program this summer! I know what a long
process it has been and how hard you all have worked for this incredible honor.
Congratulations to you, your schools, and your families! I was excited to send
these congratulatory letters out to our graduates and our Governors Honors
students. CONGRATULATIONS! So proud of you all! 
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In April I was honored to present this Senate Resolution to Mr. William Pu and
Ms. Amy Chang, recognizing their dedication in championing music education for
hundreds of students in SD 48. Music makes our world bigger, and the WPMA
has brought the world here to Johns Creek.

On May 12th I was thrilled to celebrate the grand opening of Yi Fan Kitchen’s 2nd location in
Johns Creek, which I was excited to hear will offer a Chinese cooking summer camp this year!
Yi Fan hosted the kickoff for my first campaign; I’m honored by their friendship and proud of
their success!
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Such fun visiting the Yi-Hwang Academy of Language Excellence with Rep. Pedro
Marin and many new friends! SD 48 is the most diverse in GA, and I loved
learning how public charter schools can offer students dual language immersion
as part of a quality education!

On May 20th, it was my honor to present a Senate Resolution to the Northview
High School Mock Trial Team for placing 2nd in the NATIONAL High School
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Mock Trial Championship! I know how hard you worked for this—you, your
teachers, and your friends and families should be so proud!

Shoutout to the  Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners for passing this
ordinance protecting non-smokers from the effects of second-hand smoke! As a
physician-legislator I’m proud to have worked with the American Heart
Association to support this measure. 
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On May 26th, Honored to present a Senate Resolution to Police Chief Mark
Mitchell and the entire Johns Creek Police Dept. I met with Chief Mitchell earlier
this year to discuss the mental health co-responder model used by JC Police. SB
403, passed this year, codifies this approach into law.

Resources
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The Primary Election may be over for our race, but there are several important
races that have progressed to a runoff. The runoff will take place on Tuesday,
June 21st and includes races for Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of State,
among others. If you did not vote in the May 24th primary election, you
may still vote in this runoff election if you are registered. If you
selected a specific party ballot for the May 24th primary election, then
you will receive the same party ballot for the June 21st runoff.
 
Early voting has already begun and will run through Friday June 17th.
To find you closest early polling place or drop box location, visit either the
Gwinnett County or Fulton County elections websites. You can also check your
voter registration, find your election day polling place, and view your sample
ballot on the Georgia My Voter Page.
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Through August 2nd, Community Services of Gwinnett County will offer free
breakfasts and lunches while school is out! Nutritious meals will be available for
curbside pickup for people under 18, or 19 years old with a physical or mental
disability, Monday – Friday from 11am - 1pm. You can find more information
here. 
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CDC guidance around masking and testing is based on Community Levels. By
tracking COVID-19 Community Levels, we can keep all of our neighbors safe. I
encourage everyone to get vaccinated and boosted if you have not already.
Additionally, if you have come into close contact with anyone who has tested
positive for COVID-19 or if you are experiencing symptoms, I encourage you to
quarantine and get tested.
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You can find testing locations near you HERE, and the latest CDC guidance on
quarantine practices can be found HERE.

Every home in the U.S. is eligible to order a total set of 8 COVID at-home tests!
Your order includes individual rapid antigen COVID-19 tests, limit one order per
residential address. Orders will be shipped for free via USPS starting late January.
To secure your tests, you can fill out a form online HERE or call 1-800-232-0233
from 8am-midnight ET 7 days/week. This phone line offers assistance in over 150
languages.
 
Don't feel like you need them right now? Great! Order them to be ready the next
time you might. Preparation is an important part of pandemic response!
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During redistricting, Republicans tried to oust me from the General Assembly. I
am running for House District 50 so that I can stay and keep fighting
for the people of Georgia. As we head toward Election Day on November 8th,
consider who shows up and does the work.
 
As your Senator, I have worked hard every day not just to talk the talk,
but to walk the walk. Every single bill that’s come across my desk and every
single issue that comes before me gets equal thought and attention before each
vote I cast. I intend to continue that hard work as your next House
Representative.
 
If you would like to support our campaign, please consider making a
contribution today. Every dollar makes a huge difference in this important
election year.

Donate

As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to our office should you need any
assistance. It is my honor to represent you in the State Senate, and I look forward
to continuing to fight for you in the State House.
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