
Friends --
 
We have one week left till Crossover Day.
 
With the exception of Sine Die, which is the last day of the legislative session,
Crossover Day is one of the session’s most crucial milestones, as it
marks the date by which legislation must be passed out of its first chamber in
order to “cross over” for consideration in the other. Therefore, the volume of bills
being heard in committee and coming to floor vote is increasing exponentially. 
 
Read on and see what we have been up to this last week here at the Capitol…

LEGISLATION AND ISSUES TO WATCH
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Our top priority bill for this session is HB 161, The Pediatric Health Safe
Storage Act. Guns are the #1 cause of death in children and teenagers in the
United States, and as leaders it is our duty to respond.

However, Georgia is a state with some of the most lax gun laws in the
country, and with a Republican trifecta in the state legislature and governor’s
office, it has remained difficult to get a single gun safety bill even the courtesy of a
hearing in committee.
 
This inaction is unacceptable. The overwhelming majority of Georgians
support common sense gun safety legislation, and if our Republican colleagues
can’t do their jobs and listen to their constituents, they don’t need to be here at
all.
 
Let’s send them a message. You can contact the Chair and committee
members of the House Public Safety and Homeland Security committee to hear
HB 161 and the rest of our slate of gun safety bills, including HB 44 (universal
background checks), HB 45 (three day waiting periods for firearm sales), and HB
135 (personal responsibility for unsecured firearms).
  
We are working with a broad coalition of partners in this fight, including Moms
Demand Action, Everytown for Gun Safety, the American Academy of Pediatrics,
and the Community Justice Action Fund. Brent Bailey and Kimberly Gutierrez
from CJAF spoke with us this week about the impact they see in their own
communities as they work to end gun violence in communities of color by
empowering those most affected to  build political power and advocate for policy
change. 
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Our other top priority bills this session, HB 191 and HB 192,  deal with raising
the state tax on tobacco and vaping products. At 37 cents per pack, Georgia
has the second lowest tobacco tax in the nation, and the goal of raising the tax
would be to both disincentivize a harmful and costly health behavior while also
generating revenue that could be reinvested into our public health system to
defray smoking-related medical costs.
 
The good news is that we were able to get both bills heard in the Ways and
Means subcommittee on Tax Revision this week. The following
organizations came to testify in favor of the bills, and we are grateful for their
help and expertise in communicating the importance of this incredibly
effective public health legislation:

• The American Cancer Society
• The American Heart Association
• Medical Association of Georgia
• Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies
• Georgia Academy of Family Physicians
• Georgia Public Health Association
• Georgia Society of Clinical Oncology
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• Georgians for a Healthy Future

The marginal news is that a number of our colleagues seemed quite
resistant, and in many moments deeply cynical, about the support
behind this bill. Below is a clip of Rep. Jason Ridley, a Republican from
Chatsworth, grilling a representative of the American Cancer Society who came to
testify in support of HB 191.
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We are well aware that there are those with differing opinions on the importance
of mitigating the health harms that result from smoking, and while the anti-tax
sentiment is predictable, I want to reiterate that note we’re all paying a
smoking tax already. Each Georgia household now pays ~$900 per year in tax
money to cover the health costs of those who choose to smoke. It is this invisible
tax that we look to defray, while levying what should be thought of as a “users
fee” on those who choose to engage in this harmful, and ultimately
very costly, habit.

It is my hope that both HB 191 and HB 192 will come to a
subcommittee vote soon, and move along to the full committee, after which
point it might be up for consideration to be put on the Rules calendar for a full
vote on the House floor.

*     *     * 

As a member of the legislature, particularly one representing several
underrepresented minority groups, sometimes it's my job not just to try to
advance good bills, but also to flag problematic ones. 
 
In that vein, let's talk about HB 246.
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Broadly speaking this bill prohibits "governmental entities" or companies with
significant government ties to China, Iran, North Korea, or Russia from
purchasing certain types of property in the U.S. in the interest of national security.
Let me be clear: I do not oppose this.
 
The part that I find deeply problematic is that the bill also makes it illegal for
individuals who are citizens of these countries from buying many
types of property in the state of Georgia. Not only is this troubling, I
suspect it may also be unconstitutional.
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My worry is that bills like this address a reasonable concern, yet offer overly
broad, xenophobic "solutions" casting suspicion on many law-abiding legal
residents now presumed a threat to national security just by dint of their country
of origin. Unfortunately in the imperfect history of our country we’ve seen this
before (see: California’s 1913  Alien Land Law), and there are currently similar
bills to HB 246 that have been filed in Texas and Virginia.
 
The California Alien Land Law was eventually overturned by the
Supreme Court in 1952 for violating the 14th Amendment. The notion,
however, that those from certain countries of origin will be forever foreign,
suspect, and essentially traitorous to our country, clearly lives on for many.
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National security is very important, and as a legislator who looks like me,
I'm mindful that I need to make this clear. I'm also aware that no amount of
parsing this nuance will prevent the suspicion I get for being...a legislator who
looks like me discussing this issue.
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I urge my colleagues to read the part of HB 246 targeting individuals rather than
governments, and consider our role, and the Georgia we're trying to build
together. Consider the goals. Consider the effects. And consider all those you
represent, who are listening.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

We had lots of visitors in the office and at the Capitol this week!
 
House District 50 has a large and thriving Muslim community, and as
such I was delighted to have Asim Javed from the Georgia Muslim Voter Project
come to visit our office and discuss some shared priorities. These included public
safety, voter outreach, and continued engagement of our Muslim community to
ensure all Georgians feel welcome and empowered at the Capitol!
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Thursday I was proud to present HR 299 to recognize CPR Day at the Capitol,
where we highlighted the efforts of the American Heart Association in training
bystanders to administer basic life support until EMS can arrive on the scene.
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Access to high-quality CPR and rapid defibrillation is the most critical
factor for surviving a sudden cardiac arrest in the field. As such, I was especially
honored to be able to recognize school nurse Dawn Wales and the staff of
Gainesville High School, who saved the lives of two students suffering cardiac
arrest using the basic life support skill training the AHA provides.
 
Learn the skills, save a life. Learn how to administer CPR and use an AED.

I was also honored to meet with Pediatrics residents and med students
from the Morehouse School of Medicine (in partnership with the Georgia Chapter
of the American Academy of Pediatrics) as part of their legislative advocacy
rotation. Top of mind issues for these young doctors included gun safety, raising
the state tobacco tax, and a humanistic approach to medicine and patient care.
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This week I was proud to welcome my constituent Christopher Nolan, a junior
at Chattahoochee High School, as a page in the House Chamber. The House
Page Program is an exclusive opportunity offering Georgia’s students between 12
and 18 years of age to visit the State Capitol and serve the members of the House
of Representatives. A number of current and former legislators fondly remember
their own experience as a legislative page, and it’s a wonderful chance to watch
the workings of the Georgia General Assembly up close!
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Interested in signing up for the House Page Program? More information
can be found here.

TEAM AU BILL TRACKER

It may not come as a surprise that as a member of the minority party in a
state with a Republican trifecta, it is quite difficult to advance any legislation,
no matter the subject matter, no matter the goals, and regardless of how popular
they are with voters. 
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However, please know that the House Democratic Caucus continues to
work tirelessly to file good legislation focused on improving the health,
safety, education, and opportunity of Georgia’s families while ensuring no one is
left behind.
 
This week I’d like to highlight some of the good legislation from some
of our colleagues that we’ve been proud to cosponsor.

• HB 62: The Georgia Health and Economic Livelihood
Partnership (HELP) Act. This would essentially fully expand our state
Medicaid program under the provisions of the Affordable Care Act. (Primary
sponsor Rep. Sam Park; this bill has been assigned to the Health Committee
but not heard.)
 
• HB 177: This bill would provide that school curriculum for sex
education and HIV prevention is age-appropriate and
scientifically accurate. Of note, Atlanta has one of the highest HIV
infection rates in the world, and some zip codes in the Atlanta area have
rates of HIV/AIDS that are six- to eight-times higher than the national
average, making early education essential for prevention.  (Primary sponsor
Rep. Jasmine Clark; this bill has been assigned to the Education Committee
but not heard.)
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• HB 184: This bill would ensure that mental health care is covered at
rates no less favorably than physical health care, including care in
the case of patient self-harm. (Primary sponsor Rep. Marvin Lim; this bill
was heard in the Life and Health Insurance Subcommittee but without a
vote.)
 
• HB 194: The Undocumented Persons Family Violence Protection
Act. This bill protects undocumented persons who in good faith seek law
enforcement assistancefor being a victim of family violence, or who seeks
assistance on behalf of a victim of family violence, from being arrested,
charged, or prosecuted for their immigration status. (Primary sponsor Rep.
Shelly Hutchinson; this bill was assigned to the Public Safety and Homeland
Security Committee but not heard.)
 
• HB 333: This bill would provide driver’s cards for undocumented
persons, enabling them to receive proper driving training and show proof-
of-driving qualifications, therefore allowing them to drive safely and
lawfully while participating fully in society and the state
workforce. To be clear, this driver's card would not count as acceptable
identification for purposes of voting. (Primary sponsor Rep. Pedro Marin;
this bill was assigned to the Public Safety and Homeland Security
Committee but not heard.)
 
• HB 510: This bill would provide state support for K-12 school
breakfast and lunch programs, ensuring that no student, regardless of
income level or family circumstance, is unable to learn simply because they
are hungry. (Primary Sponsor Rep. Imani Barnes; this bill was assigned to
the Education Committee but not yet heard.)
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https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/63876?emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/4999?session=1031&emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/committees/house/96?emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/63899?emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/4952?session=1031&emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/4952?session=1031&emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/committees/house/129?session=1031&emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/committees/house/129?session=1031&emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/64214?emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/163?session=1031&emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/committees/house/129?session=1031&emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/committees/house/129?session=1031&emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/64625?emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/5037?session=1031&emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/committees/house/102?emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


There are still four legislative days and one committee day left until
Crossover. While our Republican colleagues have indicated they are unwilling to
pass any bills primarily sponsored by Democratic legislators (because, apparently,
politics trumps policy), please know your House Democratic Caucus
persists in working for you.

UPCOMING EVENTS

HD-50 Pre-Crossover Town Hall
Sunday 3/5, 6-7pm

Six Bridges Brewing Johns Creek
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Update on the good, the bad, and the ugly on the eve of one of the most important
days of the 2023 session. Ask questions, flag concerns, or just stop by to grab a
drink with your state Rep!

We are coming up on the 2nd year commemoration of the March 16th,
2021 mass shootings, in which eight people were murdered at a series of spas in
and around metro Atlanta, of whom six were Asian women.
 
Save the dates for some of these upcoming events providing community
support, conversation, and reflection on this tragic anniversary.

Atlanta Asian Justice Rally 
Georgia Railroad Freight Depot
Thursday, March 16th, 9am-2pm

Join a large coalition of Asian American organizers at the Georgia Railroad
Freight Depot for a day full of panel discussions, movie screenings, food, and
community from 9am-2pm. 

March 16th Memorial Event 
The Korean American Association of Greater Atlanta Center

Thursday, March 16th, 6pm

The evening of March 16th community members will gather at the Korean
American Association of Greater Atlanta, 5900 Brook Hollow Pkwy, Norcross, GA
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30071. Save the date for this evening vigil.

Rising Against Asian Hate: One Day In March
Reception, Screening and Panel Discussion with the Director

Friday, March 17th, 6pm

Save the Date for a special screening and discussion of the PBS
Documentary “Rising Against Asian Hate: One Day In March.” We’ll be
joined by the director, members of the AAPI Legislative Caucus, community
organizers and Georgian Asian American leaders for a panel discussion and
reception to discuss the crucial question of what’s next for Asian Americans as we
continue to grapple with the aftermath of the March 16th shootings. Location will
be announced soon.
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https://www.pbs.org/wnet/exploring-hate/films/rising-against-asian-hate-one-day-in-march/?emci=36621f87-e4b5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}#:~:text=anti%2DAsian%20violence.-,Rising%20Against%20Asian%20Hate%3A%20One%20Day%20in%20March%20pays%20tribute


As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to our office should you
need any assistance, would like to drop by to visit the Capitol, or if you have any
concerns you’d like me to address on your behalf. 
 
It is my honor to be your voice in the Georgia House of
Representatives.
 
In Service,

Paid for by Au for Georgia Inc.
 

5805 State Bridge Road, Suite G238
Johns Creek, Georgia 30097 

United States
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