
{{FirstName or 'Friends'}} --
 
We’ve passed the midway point of the 2024 Legislative Session, and
with Crossover Day fast approaching the pace of the work has really picked up.
We had another busy week advancing our priority bills and blocking some bad
legislation, while also welcoming many special advocates and friends to the
Capitol.
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Here are some highlights from last week.

CERTIFICATE OF NEED & MEDICAID EXPANSION

 
Many of us entered this session optimistic about the prospect of
passing full Medicaid Expansion this year.
 
Not “someday.” Not “next year.” But this year, as hundreds of thousands of
patients watched, and hoped, and waited for the same.
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https://www.ajc.com/news/health-news/latest-push-to-expand-medicaid-shows-promise/5CPWIBWC4JB53PVWHCVCN5DIAA/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


Click here to read full article

 
But I think it’s fair to say that the odds appear to have shifted
drastically since January.
 
This week, Republican leadership introduced HB 1339, which aims to do two
things. 
 
First, this bill would make it somewhat easier to open new healthcare
entities and expand certain service lines (like psychiatric care and OB) in rural
Georgia by revising some elements of the state’s Certificate of Need regulations.
 
The second thing this bill would do would be to form a "Comprehensive
Health Coverage Commission" to evaluate the figures and logistics of
possible Medicaid Expansion down the road, perhaps similar to the private
insurance model adopted by Arkansas.
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Many seem to feel, with good reason, that this indicates Republicans will
continue to forego actual action on Medicaid Expansion, again leaving
Georgia behind in the rapidly shrinking pool of now only ten (perhaps soon to be
nine) states that have still refused to close the coverage gap using federal funds
available through the Affordable Care Act.
 

Click here to read full article

 
While there are good elements to HB 1339, my issue with the bill is that it does
not solve the problem at the core of Georgia’s ailing healthcare system.
 
Because the reason Georgia has so many rural hospital closures is not due to CON
law. 
 
The reason Georgia has so many rural hospital closures is due to the huge burden
of uncompensated care costs, in a state with one of the highest
uninsurance rates in the nation.
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https://www.mississippifreepress.org/39873/medicaid-expansion-bill-coming-by-monday-mississippi-lt-gov-hosemann-says?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.mississippifreepress.org/39873/medicaid-expansion-bill-coming-by-monday-mississippi-lt-gov-hosemann-says?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://georgiarecorder.com/2024/02/22/gop-lawmakers-ready-to-ease-limits-on-hospital-construction-set-aside-medicaid-expansion-for-now/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://georgiarecorder.com/2024/02/22/gop-lawmakers-ready-to-ease-limits-on-hospital-construction-set-aside-medicaid-expansion-for-now/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://georgiarecorder.com/2024/02/22/gop-lawmakers-ready-to-ease-limits-on-hospital-construction-set-aside-medicaid-expansion-for-now/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.aha.org/fact-sheets/2020-01-06-fact-sheet-uncompensated-hospital-care-cost?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


And while I appreciate the attention to rural communities in HB 1339, revising
CON alone does not increase care access for patients in the coverage gap, just as
opening 10 new restaurants wouldn’t address chronic hunger for those who
cannot afford to buy food.
 

Click here to read full article

Further–and I hate to put it bluntly–the last thing we need is yet another
Commission to look at the issue. We don’t need another study committee.
We don’t need to tabulate and re-tabulate all the numbers we’ve known and been
looking at for the last decade. There is an urgency to act, and this urgency
seems like something to which our Republican colleagues are insensate.
 
I’ve heard a lot in the past few weeks, “We’ll look at where things are and try to get
it done next year.” Well, some uninsured patients don’t have a “next
year.”
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Click here to read full article

This week my colleagues and I in the House Democratic Caucus held a press
conference pleading with our Republican colleagues to please, come to the table
and work with us on a bipartisan solution to close the coverage gap. Because until
that gavel comes down on Sine Die, we will not give up. 
 
Because I still believe this body can accomplish something transformative,
together. And until it’s over, I think we still owe it to people to try.
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Click here to watch full video

TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF)

 
Last year the Georgia General Assembly passed HB 129, expanding TANF
coverage to impoverished pregnant women in an effort to improve perinatal
outcomes and early childhood health. 
 
And while this was a good first step, I pointed out that TANF benefits had not
been updated in three decades, and were woefully stringent in the modern
economic environment.
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Click here to watch full video

As a reminder, here are the TANF benefit cutoffs and monthly benefits as they
currently stand, and as you can see, the math simply doesn’t add up.
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Following this discussion, HB 565 was filed, which would update some
aspects of the TANF program to better serve impoverished families
temporarily undergoing extreme financial hardship. 
 
This bill, which got hung up in the Rules committee last year, again passed
unanimously out of the House Public Health Committee this week, and is
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hopefully headed to the House floor for a vote before Crossover Day! Thank you to
Chair Tyler Paul Smith for sponsoring this important bill!
 

GUN SAFETY

 

Gun violence is the #1 killer of children and teenagers in this country,
and not a week goes by that we don’t hear of another senseless death due to
preventable gun violence.
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Click here to read full article

School shootings number among the vast minority of incidents where children or
teenagers are shot, but they are among the most tragic and the most preventable.
It is worth noting that approximately half of school shootings are carried out by
current or former students. It is for this, among many other reasons, that HB 161,
the Pediatric Health Safe Storage Act, continues to be the top priority of our
office to keep our children and communities safer.
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Source: US Government Accountability Office

We certainly appreciated the help from Moms Demand Action this week, as
they descended on the Gold Dome for their annual Advocacy Day at the
Capitol! 
 
I had the honor to address the group at the top of the day, and was truly humbled
by their commitment to the cause and their fearless advocacy for HB 161, which
we are determined to have recommitted to the House Public Health
Committee for a fair hearing and a vote.
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Would you like to help us advocate for the Pediatric Health Safe
Storage Act? Access our handy toolkit here, which has all the background,
contact info, and email/call scripts you need to get started!
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We also appreciated the help from a group of Pediatrics residents from the
Morehouse School of Medicine, who personally went to the Speaker of the
House’s office to ask for HB 161 to be recommitted to the Public Health
Committee.
 

 
While advocating for gun safety legislation in a state like Georgia can feel like an
uphill battle, know that the needle truly is moving on the issue. Just this week, a
familiar-looking bill offering up to a $300 tax credit for purchase of safe
storage equipment (e.g. gun safes) has passed unanimously out of the
House Ways and Means committee, and may come to the House floor for a vote
this week. 
 
Even two or three years ago, this would be unthinkable. Now, bills like this are
being supported by Republican lawmakers because their voters will no longer
tolerate inaction.
 
Your advocacy is working. Keep going.
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ALIEN LAND LAW BILLS

 
To date there have been (to my count) five versions of the Alien Land Law bills
introduced this biennium, which would restrict the rights of individuals
from certain countries of origin from buying or leasing property in
Georgia. 

 
The two most recent attempts have been HB 1093 an SB 420, both of which
have now passed out of their respective committees by this week and could come
to a floor vote before Crossover.
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We continue to help inform, update, and organize the immigrant
community against these blatantly illegal bills, as similar pieces of legislation
have failed in Texas and Florida. If Republicans are determined to ram these bills
through as currently drafted, it’s going to come with a fight.

National security is an important priority we all share. But passing
sloppy legislation that clearly discriminates against individuals with specific
countries of origin is not the way to accomplish that goal.
 

IN THE NEWS
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Click here to read full article

 
This week an Alabama Supreme Court ruled that frozen embryos* should be
considered “children” under state law, casting doubt over fertility care for
prospective parents in Alabama and raising complex legal questions with
implications extending far beyond Alabama. Already, three Alabama IVF clinics
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have suspended services as they evaluate whether this ruling puts their patient
care at legal risk.
 
(* Look, not to be That Person, but technically they are not “embryos,” but likely
“blastocysts.” OK, carry on.)
 

Click here to read full article

I spoke with the Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s Maya Prabhu about the
implications of the Alabama ruling on Georgia’s legislative session. While it seems
that Republicans this year have very little appetite for further abortion restrictions
(Georgia already has a six week abortion ban and I think most Republicans
have determined that going any further would be a losing issue for them
electorally), we continue to hear talk about restricted access to contraception, sex
education, and the concept of “personhood” after conception has been on the
table since the passage of HB 481.
 

*          *          *
 
Earlier this year I was happy to chat with Saurabh Datar of the New York Times
about polling and outreach to Asian voters. Though AAPI voters represent the
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https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/university-alabama-pauses-ivf-services-court-rules-embryos-are-childre-rcna139846?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.ajc.com/politics/alabama-embryo-ruling-has-some-georgia-abortion-rights-advocates-on-edge/EZNDKKKBF5AB3OBNWUAAFG6QNI/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.ajc.com/politics/alabama-embryo-ruling-has-some-georgia-abortion-rights-advocates-on-edge/EZNDKKKBF5AB3OBNWUAAFG6QNI/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.ajc.com/politics/alabama-embryo-ruling-has-some-georgia-abortion-rights-advocates-on-edge/EZNDKKKBF5AB3OBNWUAAFG6QNI/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.ajc.com/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.ajc.com/politics/alabama-embryo-ruling-has-some-georgia-abortion-rights-advocates-on-edge/EZNDKKKBF5AB3OBNWUAAFG6QNI/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.ajc.com/politics/alabama-embryo-ruling-has-some-georgia-abortion-rights-advocates-on-edge/EZNDKKKBF5AB3OBNWUAAFG6QNI/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/55445?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.nytimes.com/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/24/us/asian-americans-polling.html?smid=url-share&emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


fastest-growing electoral demographic, they are often invisible in polls
because the electorate is incredibly diverse, speaks many different languages, and
is therefore expensive to survey.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/24/us/asian-americans-polling.html?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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Click here to read full article

 

I am proud that our campaign, along with many other campaigns in Georgia, have
shown the importance of outreach to the AAPI electorate, and I hope that AAPI
outreach becomes a standard part of any local, state, or national
campaign strategy.
 

TEAM AU IN ACTION
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https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/24/us/asian-americans-polling.html?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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Georgia’s Legislative AAPI Caucus was proud to be able to support our
friends last night at the Georgia Legislative Black Caucus’ Heritage Gala,
as we work together to build broad and diverse coalitions across the state! We are
all stronger when we work together, and our numbers continue to grow.
 

*          *          *
 

I was delighted to meet my House Page Dalun Li this week as he spent some
time helping us at the Capitol! Dalun is a sophomore at Chattahoochee High
School, where he plays trombone in the school band. Hope you enjoyed your day
with us, Dalun!
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https://www.fultonschools.org/chattahoocheehs?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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If you or someone you know is 12-18 years old and interested in applying to be a
House Page this session, they can fill out an application here.
 

*          *          *
 
It was wonderful meeting with the scholars from Student Leadership Johns
Creek during their visit to the Capitol. HD 50 boasts three of the top 10
public high schools in Georgia, and young leaders like these here are the
future of our state.
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https://www.legis.ga.gov/house/page-program?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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https://www.leadershipjohnscreek.com/landing?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


 

Welcome to the People’s House! If you are with a school group and
interested in visiting the Capitol, please don’t hesitate to reach out to my office
and we’d be happy to spend some time with you while you’re here!
 

HOUSE DISTRICT 50 UPDATES
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I enjoyed meeting with voters from HD 50 an beyond at our Pre-Crossover Day
Town Hall Saturday afternoon at Six Bridges Brewing! Look for our next Town
Hall after Legislative Day 40, when I will be able to give the district a recap of the
good, the bad, and the ugly of what the Georgia General Assembly accomplished
by Sine Die.
 

*          *          *
 
Believe it or not, it’s time to vote! Again! Early voting started last Monday
for Georgia’s Presidential Preference Primary, and will continue for the
next three weeks.
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https://www.sixbridgesbrewing.com/johns-creek?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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More information on early polling locations and absentee ballot drop box sites
above. You can check your voter registration status at
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/
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https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/?emci=512ca1af-f7d3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


 
As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to our office should you need
any assistance, would like to drop by to visit the Capitol, or if you have any
concerns you’d like me to address on your behalf. 

It is my honor to be your voice in the Georgia House of
Representatives.
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mailto:%20michelle.au@house.ga.gov


In Service,

 

Paid for by Au for Georgia Inc.
 

5805 State Bridge Road, Suite G238
Johns Creek, Georgia 30097 

United States
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